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FOOD DRIVES, RUMMAGE SALES
AND MOTIVATING PEOPLE TO GIVE
At Lake Oswego United Methodist Church,
Cathy Vause and the Outreach Committee
challenged their congregation on the first
Sunday of Lent.  The plan was to fill 52 boxes
with enough food for a family of three or four
for a week.

Interested families (sometimes with others)
took home a box with a menu and shopping
list.

In the five weeks allotted time, they filled 81
boxes (about 1,700 lbs of food), collected
enough cash to buy a 2 lb block of cheese for
each box, and made a $142 cash donation to
both Fish and West Linn Food Pantry, which
shared the boxes.  “People felt they were
doing something substantial, yet affordable
to all,” said Cathy. Thank you LOUMC!

“For the Rummage Sale, we worked a whole
week, organizing donations, pricing them to
sell and tagging them,” says Betsy Davis of the
Presbyterian Church of Laurelhurst.   They put
an ad in The Oregonian, designating Fish and
Habitat for Humanity as co-recipients.

On the first Saturday morning in May, people
came, and bought and bought.  “We kept
reminding customers that they were giving
directly to charity,” said Betsy.  “Near the end
of the day, we dropped our prices 50%.  The
last hour, people could get a bag full of items
for $2.00.  We thought we did pretty well,
having collected $3,300, since our
congregation is a small one, of less than
100.”  Everyone else thought so, too.

“While earning your daily bread, be sure you
share a slice with those less fortunate.”
—H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Group from Lake Oswego United Methodist Church

Many individuals and groups have helped with
wonderful donations and by working at Fish,  and
more food drives and solicitations are in the offing.
While our cash donations are still down, the lending
of many hands shows that the community is aware of
the plight of the multitudes that come to Fish.
>St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church brought in 150
cans of tuna for our families
>Bi-Mart has placed Fish barrels in their stores.
>First Congregational Church is conducting a food
drive.

 Youth group
 from Trinity
Lutheran in
Oregon City



MANY ILLS AND OPPORTUNITIES
A man came in the back door at Fish one sunny day,
carrying two large bags of clothing.  “I have six more
in my car which I ‘harvested’ from my wife’s and
daughter’s closets,” he said with a laugh.  These
garments will be very useable by our clients.

The 30-year-old mother of two teenagers got tears in
her eyes as she sat at the interviewer’s desk and told of
her job and apartment loss.  With her sons, she moves
from place to place to sleep at homes of her friends
each night.  Fish provided her with food and clothing.
But whether she will be able to find a medical clinic,
from the list Fish provided, which will keep her
asthmatic boy supplied with inhalers is another matter.
Loss of a job meant the end of health insurance as well
as livelihood and home.

Brian answered numerous phone calls from those who
needed utility bill help, which is not available now.
Rates have increased, the callers say, and their incomes
are lower.  Many cannot keep up.

“If every U.S. citizen ate just one meal a week
(any meal) composed of locally and organically
raised meats and produce, we would reduce our
country’s oil consumption by over 1.1 million
barrels of oil every week.  That’s not gallons but
barrels.”
—Barbara Kingsolver in Animal, Vegetable, Miracle

Facebook
From your Facebook account, search for
ours, Fish Emergency Service,
and list yourself as a fan.

SHARING EXTRA PRODUCE
WITH HUNGRY NEIGHBORS
Thomas Jefferson planted peas, artichokes and
20 kinds of beans in his kitchen garden at
Monticello.  How is your garden coming along?

At Fish, our families who come for food adore
fresh fruits and vegetables which they get from
our donors.  How else could they afford them?
Please bring produce donations to Fish or call
Gary and ask for a driver to pick them up.

Donated onions, bread and plants at Fish

  Fish barrel at Bi-Mart Store

THANKS TO DONORS, Jan. 1–June 30, 09

ORGANIZATIONS
Creston Park, Brentwood, Col. Summers, Portland,
Sewall Crest Community Gardens
Birch Community Service      PCL     Farmers’ Market
Church of Scientology                       Chapter BK, PEO
Mazamas         Moose Lodge         Irving St. Book Club
Church Women United, Intercultural Group II
Oregon PTA Clothing Center          Eagles Lodge 3256
St. Ignatius Schools              SW Portland Fuchsia Club
Sunshine Division                   Portland Collectors Club
Treasure House     West Linn Foodbank       Title Nine



THANKS TO DONORS, January 1 – June 30

COMMUNITIES OF FAITH

Bethany Lutheran, Women              Calvary Presbyterian
Bethlehem Lutheran                                   First Christian
Colonial Hts. Presbyterian          Epworth Unt. Methodist
First Congregational– UCC              First Unt. Methodist
Grace Baptist, Mission Fund          Gateway Presbyterian
Grace Presbyterian                    Hinson Memorial Baptist
Greater Portland Hillel      Holy Cross Lutheran, Women
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox          Milwaukie Covenant
Lincoln St. Unt. Methodist     Montavilla Unt. Methodist
Immanuel Lutheran                       Moreland Presbyterian
Kenilworth Presbyterian           Oregon Buddhist Women
Lake Oswego Unt.Methodist     Multnomah Presbyterian
Lynchwood Church of God               Portland Mennonite
Presbytery of the Cascades      St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference      St. James Lutheran
St. Michael’s Lutheran       Rose City Pk. Unt. Methodist
Rose City Pk. Presbyterian      Sunnyside Unt. Methodist
Sellwood Unt. Methodist              Trinity Unt. Methodist
Mt. Scott Presbyterian, Women             St. Paul Lutheran
Presbyterian Church of Laurelhurst        Trinity Lutheran
SE Community Church of the Nazarene
Waverley Heights UCC            Westminster Presbyterian
Vermont Hills Unt. Methodist    Wilshire Unt. Methodist

BUSINESSES

Anderson Dabrowski Arch. LLC               Borders Books
Antique Furniture Warehouse          Christopher & Banks
Blue Moon Coffee & Bakery             Curves             PGE
Eastside Deli                         Hanna  Andersson Clothing
Gann Publishing Co.                  Oregon Energy Services
Happy Hearts Day Care    Hawthorne Deli     Hope Dolls
Here We Go Again                       Karussos Hair Odyssey
Levi Outlet                 Nike Employee Matching Program
Ota Tofu Co.                           John H. Hudson Properties
PrimePay Northwest        The Standard         MBI Motors
The ODS Companies                 Gregory Alexander DDS
Fred Meyer                     Steven Kafoury Govt. Relations
Jonah Paisner Law Office       Uncle Paul’s Produce Mkt.
Woolen Mills Store

FOUNDATIONS AND TRUSTS

John & Phyllis Courtney Fund of the Oregon
     Community Foundation
The Renaissance Foundation         Wessinger Foundation
Herbert A. Templeton Foundation

Former Nurse volunteers at Fish with Gloria

“THE CARING PROFESSION”
Three former nurses who interview at Fish
talked together and with Gloria Colvin, our
Executive Director and former nurse, about
how they gravitated here.
Betsy Davis had heard about Fish for years
from her church, Laurelhurst Presbyterian.
After raising her family, she worked for Kaiser
for 25 years, then with AIDS patients, and then
retired to volunteering at Fish 13 years ago.  “I
like the people I serve here and the people I
work with,” Betsy explained.
Sharon Bennett was recruited from an ad in
the paper about two years ago.  “I feel like I
am really helping people at Fish,” she says.
“Having been a Public Health Nurse and a
Nurse Practitioner and a teacher, I know how
to get people to open up.  We were taught that
in nursing.”
Janet Bonafede was recruited by her friend,
Sharon.   This English-born and educated
nurse practiced her profession in Switzerland,
Germany, and South Africa when she was
single.   Since retiring here, she was inspired at
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal Church to do
outreach work: ESL tutoring, visiting shut-ins,
and now inter-viewing at Fish.  “Along the
way, I learned to listen,” she says.  “And I
believe that is one of the most important things
we do here, listen to people’s troubles and try
to help with them.”

 Fish Newsletter via email?
 Charge a donation to Fish?
 www.fishemergencyservice.org



IN HONOR and MEMORY
The following people are much loved.  Gifts were given to
Fish in their honor, and we join in the celebration of their
lives.
In  Honor
Carl Sonnenschein by Steven & Priscilla Kersten
    and Jean Little
Mrs. Louise Eller by Richard Pabst
Dorothy’s birthday by Ella & John Leszar
Malen Kear by Nancy Martin & Ross Barnhart
Charlotte by Marjorie Powell
Nan Scheck by George & Lois Gogl
Thomas Byrne by Jean Hittner
Roger and Lee Jensen by Marjorie Jensen
Jim Moiso by Rev. E. R. Frimoth
Ted Beecher by Elizabeth  Burdick
In  Memory
Mary Houchen by Amy Houchen & Richard Wise
Russ   Bolick  by Darlene Bolick
Marsha Freyer by George Freyer
Mary Cline by Sheryl & Charles Wiley
Guy Stanton by Daniel Montag & Kathryn Martinson
Ken Lane by John Freeman and Mary Kisor
Dennis by Marge Jensen
Marie Boboia by Persida Drulea
Richard Adee by Mary Adee
Donald Bean by Ruth Beam
Hannie Koch by Elsie & Nick Miller
June Weed & Steve Kottler by Jean Miley

FISH EMERGENCY SERVICE, INC.
1335 SE Hawthorne Blvd.
Portland, OR 97214
Address Service Requested

In Memory, cont'd
George Corey by Jean Hittner
Janet Gasser & George Murphy
by Fay Murphy
Flora, George, & Sonny Canfield
by Linda Romano
Jeffrey Lee Speed by Elsie Miller Duyn

Fish is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization.
Donations to Fish are tax-deductible.  Services
are provided on an equal opportunity basis.  No
person is excluded from receiving assistance
based on race, color, national origin, religion,
age, disability, political beliefs, gender, sexual
orientation, marital or family status.
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Portland, Oregon

FISH EMERGENCY SERVICE, INC.
Board of Directors

Ken Otto, Chair; Josh Palmer, Vice-Chair;
Dr. Dick Craghead, Secretary;
Mary Alvey, Cathy Maloney,

Allison McCormick, John Moellenhoff,
Rod Monroe, Bob Nichols,

Steve Nofziger, Gretchen Sabo.

Executive Director:  Gloria Colvin
Program Coordinator:  Gary Glick

Food Manager: Jim Arnold
Administrative Assistant:  Nita Robertson
Newsletter: Nancy Gerhardt, Amy Houchen

Photos:  Jim Arnold, Nancy Gerhardt
www.fishemergencyservice.org


